
venue for committee 
meetings. Barry always 
said Dorothy’s cooking 
was better than any chef in 
town and the committee 
can vouch for this as she 
always arrived at meetings 
with delicious freshly 
baked scones to provide 
sustenance for our delib-
erations and which were 
gratefully received.
The responsibilities of the 
Avert equipment caretaker 
go far beyond merely 
housing the gear. There 
are on-going checking, 
testing and updating that 
Barry assisted by Geoff, 
Matt and others have car-
ried out religiously over 
the years. As Chairman 
Bruce said recently: 

Barry and Dorothy 
McGhie have stepped 
down as the caretakers of 
the AVERT supplies and 
equipment after more than 
11 years doing this vital 
task. They were, along 
with other long time resi-
dents of the valley, the 
prime movers for the set-
ting up of our organisa-
tion. Their experience of 
living with the vagaries of 
conditions in the valley 
persuaded them of the 
need for such an organisa-
tion. 
Friends have always re-
marked on Barry’s strong 
sense of community, 
manifest not only in his 
contribution to AVERT 
but also other organisa-

tions such as Wellington 
Free Ambulance. Barry 
built a shed to provide 
safe storage for the Avert 

trailer and all our equip-
ment. More recently he 
built a Boatshed on his 
property and having sold 
his boat provided this 

“AVERT is based 
around the equipment 
and the knowledge of 
how to use it.
The McGhies have 
done a grand job of 
maintaining and regu-
larly testing the equip-

ment for the 11+ years 
the equipment was in 
their care. With the 
equipment handover 
also comes the ongoing 
disciplines of regular 
stocktaking, testing, and 
training. They have set 

the standards, we now 
have to continue them.”

THANK YOU, Barry and Dorothy
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New Committee
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At the AGM in late August, 

the 2009/10 
committee 
was formed. 
The members, 
with Team 
Leader re-
sponsibilities 
shown where 
applicable,  
are Bruce 
McPhail 
(Chair), 

Wanda Menchi 
(Secretary), Colin Green 
(Treasurer), Pam Ritchie 
(Liaison), Mark (Stock), 
Joe (Chainsaws and First 
Aid), Andre’, Lawrence, 
Brenda, Garry (Vehicles), 
Geoff and Matt (CD).  
The AGM recorded a 
vote of thanks to commit-
tee members who stepped 
down from last year.

check that your rapid num-
ber (on the blue stick at your 
gate) is correctly shown on 
the reminder notice to be 
returned with your money. 
Also make sure the blue 
stick is still at your gate. 
This will also make it easier 
to find places in the event of 

These are now due and you 
will have received a re-
minder from the treasurer in 
your letter box last month.  
Colin reports that there has 
been a slow response so far 
and he’s looking forward to 
receiving outstanding subs 
asap.  He also asks that you 

an emergency. 
Glenda explained 
that our numbers 
are made up as 
follows 1 = live in 
the valley + dis-
tance from Gilles-
pies Rd.

that would take all the 
gear and the trailer. Fur-
ther details will be forth-
coming to members as 
we make progress. The 
committee expressed its 
thanks to Joe and Pamela 
for this offer. One great 
advantage of the new  

location is that the equip-
ment is still fairly central 
to the membership.  

Joe and Pamela have 
kindly offered to act as 
the next caretakers of 
the AVERT equipment. 
At its most recent meet-
ing the committee re-
solved to investigate the 
suitability,  purchase and 
fitout of a 20ft container 

New home for AVERT equipment

Subscriptions now due



AVERT Christmas BBQ Dec 6th
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The social event of the 
year for Avert members is 
the annual BBQ in 
Karapoti Park. This year 

it will be held 
on Sunday 
Dec 6 from 
3pm. Special 
attractions this 
year include 
the popular 

fundraising trailer of fire-
wood raffle, Dixie Lix 
will be entertaining us 
with their great music, 
byo food to cook and 

drink to drink. We need 
offers of portable gas 
BBQs to cook on so bring 
one along to help out. So 
put it in your diary now!  
Rainout day will be the 
following Sunday Dec 13. 
To cover costs there will 
be a nominal charge of $2 
per head or $5 per family. 

over the Summer when 
most  of us like to get 
away for a time.

FMG are a good sup-
porter of AVERT and 
provide subsidized insur-
ance for out equipment. 
On the next page is their 
checklist recently sent 
out via Farmlands with 
advice on looking after 
your house and property 

make sure sheds and ga-
rages are secure and 
closed when you are not 
around. It’s useful to 
phone or radio your 
neighbours and be ready 
to report unwanted visi-
tors to the police.

The committee is still re-
ceiving reports of strang-
ers arriving on members’ 
properties and other re-
ports of suspicious behav-
iour. We again remind 
everyone to watch out for 
strangers acting suspi-
ciously in the valley, 

Fire team 

ready to 

practice at 

BBQ?

Unwanted visitors

Keeping your house safe in Summer
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This story can fit 150-200 words.

One benefit of using your newslet-
ter as a promotional tool is that 
you can reuse content from other 
marketing materials, such as press 
releases, market studies, and re-
ports.

While your main goal of distribut-
ing a newsletter might be to sell 
your product or service, the key 
to a successful newsletter is mak-
ing it useful to your readers.

A great way to add useful content 
to your newsletter is to develop 
and write your own articles, or 
include a calendar of upcoming 

events or a special offer that pro-
motes a new product.

You can also research articles or 
find “filler” articles by accessing 
the World Wide Web. You can 
write about a variety of topics but 
try to keep your articles short.

Much of the content you put in 
your newsletter can also be used 
for your Web site. Microsoft Pub-
lisher offers a simple way to con-
vert your newsletter to a Web 
publication. So, when you’re fin-
ished writing your newsletter, 
convert it to a Web site and post 
it.

sands of clip art images from 
which you can choose and import 
into your newsletter. There are 
also several tools you can use to 
draw shapes and symbols.

Once you have chosen an image, 
place it close to the article. Be 
sure to place the caption of the 
image near the image.

This story can fit 75-125 words.

Selecting pictures or graphics is an 
important part of adding content 
to your newsletter.

Think about your article and ask 
yourself if the picture supports or 
enhances the message you’re try-
ing to convey. Avoid selecting 
images that appear to be out of 
context.

Microsoft Publisher includes thou-

upon new procedures or improve-
ments to the business. Sales fig-
ures or earnings will show how 
your business is growing.

Some newsletters include a col-
umn that is updated every issue, 
for instance, an advice column, a 
book review, a letter from the 
president, or an editorial. You can 
also profile new employees or top 
customers or vendors.

This story can fit 100-150 words.

The subject matter that appears in 
newsletters is virtually endless. 
You can include stories that focus 
on current technologies or inno-
vations in your field.

You may also want to note busi-
ness or economic trends, or make 
predictions for your customers or 
clients.

If the newsletter is distributed 
internally, you might comment 

Caption 

describing 

picture or 

graphic.

Caption describing picture or 

graphic.


